
A prestigious National Award for our Gates! 

Our magnificent west end gates designed by Peter Preston of Manifest Design Oxford 

and unveiled by HRH The Duke of Gloucester in April 2018 have received a national 

award announced last week at the Victoria and Albert Museum. They won the prize for 

Best New Ironwork Design in a Heritage Setting in a competition organised by the 

National Heritage Ironwork Group. The gates have been much admired at the Church 

and reflect the Crimea Cannon from the Royal Artillery cap badge with other military 

objects in the lower panel, and then interwoven in the upper panels are the Flowers of 

Remembrance of the UK (the poppy) France (the cornflower) and Germany (the forget 

me not). Incorporated into the design are birds representing the larks who flew high above 

the carnage of the trenches in World War 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our gates were voted top of an impressive list of 22 projects at a special NHIG event: 

 

This is our entry: 

 



 

This is a list of the entries: 

 



The entries can be seen here: 

https://nhig.org.uk/vote-best-new-design-in-a-heritage-setting/ 

 

These are the details of the competition organised by NHIG:  

COMPETITION: NEW DESIGN IN A HERITAGE SETTING 

At our 10th Anniversary Conference ‘Forging Ahead’ we will be presenting an award for ‘Best 
New Ironwork Design in a Heritage Setting‘, with the winner decided by public vote. New 
designs could range from bold and contemporary to subtle and sensitive, but should respond to 
the heritage of their setting. 
SUBMIT YOUR DESIGN by sending up to 3 images and a paragraph explaining the story 
behind the piece and its context via email to info@nhig.org.uk with the subject line: New 
Heritage Design. 
You can VIEW CURRENT ENTRIES here. New submissions will be added as they come in. 
You are welcome to submit on your own behalf, or submit the work of someone else, with their 
agreement. All designs will be uploaded to our website anonymously so that votes are for the 
design rather than the designer. Please ensure that each submission has a name for 
identification purposes and a location. 
Submission window: 1st July to 30th September 
Voting window: 1st October to 31st October 
The winning design will be announced at the Conference in our Awards slot. 
Rules: 

1. Maximum of 3 submissions per person 
2. Maximum 3 images (max. 3MB) and 300 words per submission 
3. Submissions must include a short title and location. 
4. The ironwork design must have been realised & installed in a heritage setting*. 
5. By submitting images, you are granting full permission for their use by NHIG. All images 

must have copyright clearance. 
*student submissions can be prospective, not necessarily realised or installed 
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The Gates were designed by Peter Preston of Manifest Design Workshop Ltd of Eynsham 

Oxfordshire who describe the gates on their website: 

https://mademanifest.co.uk/ 

 
123456 

The inspiration behind the design is the poem In Flanders Field by Lt. Col. John McCrae, 
which describes the poppies growing between the crosses marking the graves of the 
fallen. It also describes the larks singing and flying in the sky above the guns below. 
.  
The poem, and the poppy it describes, have since become the remembrance symbol for 
soldiers who have died in all conflicts. 
Consequently, the decoration of the base of the gates is conceived as an architectural 
‘trophy’, incorporating the 9lb gun from the Royal Regiment of Artillery’s Cap Badge. 
 
Above this, the design diffuses into a wild flower ‘meadow’ composed of poppies, 
cornflowers and forget-me-nots. Poppies are widely recognised as the remembrance 
flower of the Commonwealth Countries, whereas the cornflower or ‘Le Bleuet de France’ 
is the national symbol of remembrance in France.   
 
The forget-me-not is the (unofficial) symbol of remembrance in Germany.  In this way, the 
composition acknowledges the 100th anniversary of the end of the First World War (and 
the first Armistice Day) in 2018; and that whether friend or foe, every life lost is worthy of 
remembrance. Towards the top, two gilded larks will be concealed in the foliage – 
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something that it is hoped visiting school groups might enjoy looking for, and which will 
enable the gates to be used as a teaching resource and engagement with local schools. 
The gates were officially unveiled by HRH The Duke of Gloucester at the dedication 
service in April 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


